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Grow. 
Prepare. 
Encourage. 
Connect.

Greetings! 

I recently made an incredible garden and 
food trip to Italy with the Garden Club 
Federation of Pennsylvania.  I joined 26 
others to visit the Lake Como area, 
Italian Riviera, Cinque Terre, Tuscany 
and Florence.  We visited gardens and 
villas and attended a garden show, made 
pesto, pasta, and learned about olive oil 
and winemaking.  At Cinque Terre I had 
the opportunity to meet Alfredo Rebizzio, 
the president of the equivalent of the 
national garden club of Italy!  See the 
picture. President is on the left, 
accompanied by her daughter and sister.

The Central Atlantic Region of State 
Garden Clubs was October 19 to 22 at 
the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake in 
Cambridge Maryland. Donna Donnelly, 
president of the National Garden Clubs 
was able to attend!  Beverly Kazickas is 
the Director of the Central Atlantic Region. 

We had a group of 28 plus guests at this 
Conference.  The speakers were 
outstanding, educational and entertaining! 
We had fun!  We came out in force in 
“loveliness”, many wearing our ladybug 
costumes. 

Joy Ericson was assisted by 
Bob Howatt to design this 
beautiful Floral Tribute. Joy 
shared that Delaware is the 
Diamond State and gave a 
historical perspective of that 
nickname. 

My President's Projects this year is to place 
a Gold Star Families Memorial on the wall of 
Garden of the Fallen at Dover Air Force 
Base.  Your baskets at our meetings will fund 
the project. Thank you for your help to fund 
this garden for the families of those who 
Gave Their All for our Freedom.
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Website Access for a wealth of information
DFGC password for members: DFGC-3210
NEW CAR-SGC password for members:  2527@CARegion
NGC - please go to www.gardenclub.org to create an account.  The link to the 
website where you will find Member Login at the upper right corner of the home page.  
Clink and then find the spot at the bottom to CREATE AN ACCOUNT with a username 
and password.

http://www.gardenclub.org/
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Clubs, please send the name and contact information for your club’s Conservation/
Environmental Concerns chair to me at

suzannedsmith3@gmail.com


mailto:suzannedsmith3@gmail.com
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Bayees Honey Field Trip June
The Barefoot Gardeners (BG) were delighted to have a field trip and 
apiary presentation from nationally-known Baybees Honey owner, 
Lauren Pascarella.

Delaware Federation of State Garden Clubs 
Flower Show-June 

Flower Designs from BG members: 

Ann Christ, Debbie Micsky, Missy Brassel

Summer Soirée in  
Pollinator Park-June 21

A joint effort of BG and the Town 
of Fenwick's Environmental 
Committee, the Pollinator Park 
was the site for a summer party 
featuring music, refreshments, 
and the community. 

BG members (starting 3rd from 
left)- Vicki Carmean, President 
Audrey Serio, Colleen Wilson, Liz 
Lear.

Barefoot Gardeners 
Storytime in the Pollinator 
Park - Summer
BG Member Suzie Henicle 
made the Club's Summer 
Reading in the Park a hit for 
the local children. August's 
event had over 25 children 
attend!

Delaware Botanic Garden 
Fundraiser -September
Delaware Botanic Garden's 
magnificent new pavilion was the 
backdrop for its annual 
fundraising party held September 
18th. The BG contributed $2500 
to its successful, beautiful evening 
under the stars ... and the 
pavilion!

BG Member and Botanic Garden Board Member 
Carol Zonko and husband Charlie Zonko, far right.

“Lewes in Bloom”  Tour - 
September
BG Members learned about 
this non-profit citizen group 
who promote and maintain the 
Historic Lewes public gardens 
and parks. 
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 The Brandywine Garden Club didn’t take the summer 
off — we were out in full force! Members kept the 
Children’s Garden at the Brandywine Hundred Library 
thriving with plenty of weeding, trimming, and 
watering. At Martha House, the homeless shelter in 
Wilmington, our volunteers tended the beds with care, 
planting cheerful mums and adding pumpkins to bring 
autumn warmth and smiles to the residents.

We kicked off our new program year with a delightful 
visit to the Renegade Flower Farm in Garnet Valley, PA. 
Owner Erin Cech shared her passion for sustainable 
flower farming and gave us a behind-the-scenes tour of 
her blooming fields. In addition to her “pick-your-own” 
offerings, Erin designs stunning arrangements for 
weddings and special events.

October brought a touch of holiday cheer as we 
gathered for one of our favorite traditions — craft 
day! This year, we created charming snowman 
faces for the tree we decorate annually at 
the Ronald McDonald House in Wilmington. With 
our theme, “Out in the Snow,” the tree will sparkle 
with mittens, snowballs, our snowmen faces and 
plenty of club spirit. Craft days always fill the room 
with laughter, creativity, and a whole lot of glitter!

The Brandywine Garden Club Blooms Through Every Season!
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     The Sussex Gardeners (SG) have planned a year of 
exceptional programs and activities as we kick off our 
88th year in Rehoboth Beach.  We started with a new 
slate of Officers!  DFGC President Alva Hutchinson was 
the honored guest at our June 2025 end-of-year 
luncheon at Kings Creek Country Club.  Alva conducted 
the installation of our Officers for the 2025-2027 term - 
Dianne Shawley, President; Crystal Selway, Vice 
President; Carolyn Snyder, Corresponding Secretary; Chris Emmell, 
Treasurer; and Lois Gillespie and Elva Davidson, Co-Recording 
Secretaries.  Elva will also continue to serve as our Parliamentarian.  

We are starting the year as the Second-Place recipients of the DFGC 
President’s Award for “Excellence.”   We intend to build on last year’s 
success by strengthening ties with our community through education, 
garden therapy and civic beautification.  Sussex Gardeners is also one of 
five Clubs who will participate in the “Biden Center for the Environment,” 
design and landscaping project at Cape Henlopen State Park.  ***

     At our September meeting Bob Lyons, Professor Emeritus, University 
of Delaware, was our guest speaker.  Bob presented a program on digital 
photography entitled, “Seeing, Composing & Creating the image.  His 
photos of flowers and landscapes were stunning.  

We switched gears in October with a hands-on project, We switched 
gears for October with a hands-on project, the Japanese art of Tataki 
Zoome, which translates to “Flower Bashing.”  Fresh Flowers are carefully 
arranged on paper then lightly hammered to transfer the flowers’ pigment 
onto paper.  We had a few successes.  

     This week we are hosting an Autumn Picnic with our members at Nassau Valley Vineyard 
in Lewes.  It’s a celebration of the harvest and a chance to enjoy the beautiful setting at 
outdoor tables adjacent to the vines and the winery.  
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“Welcome Fall”
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Announcements:

PLANT SALE

November 6-8: 
 

Thurs. 9-5
Fri. 9-5  
Sat 8-12 or until plants are sold out

Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church
500 McKennans Church Rd
Wilmington, 19808

Houseplants, perennials (it's not too late to plant outside), 
small trees, dish gardens, terrariums
 
NOTE:  check or cash only
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Flower Show
*Postponed*

BG has been working 
on their October 
Flower Show for 
months. Unfortunately, 
Mother Nature had the 
last say as the event 
was postponed 
because of the 
Nor'easter and a 
concern of safety for 
our members, judges, 
and community.  

Please keep an eye 
out for the rescheduled 
dates.

from Barefoot Gardeners:
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Many of you followed my Hoe ’n Hope Garden Club facebook page in the past.  I have 
shut that down and instead formed a group page named “Peg’s Picks & Ponderings” 
for the same purpose.  Topics you will see shared include:  gardens & plants, ecology 
& recycling, flower arranging, wildlife, crafty stuff and wallpaper pairings.  When I see a 
posting that seems to be in line with our garden club interests, I share it with this 
group.  You have to request membership in the group because it is closed to the 
public. I would like to invite you to join in this special interest group.  If I don’t know 
you, just send me a note in messenger to say where you heard about the group.  I 
hope to see you there!  

   


https://www.facebook.com/groups/1446747653412240/permalink/
1446747913412214

from Peg Irish:

As a overzealous collector of 
pictures of things that interest me, I 
also created a group to share some 
of them called “Beautiful Things.”  
Sometimes something is just so 
pretty I need to save it and this gives 
me an outlet to use them. I share 
pictures of historical fashion, jewelry, 
flowers, art, anything that I think is 
especially wonderful!  As with my 
Ponderings, you will need to request 
membership and use messenger to 
tell me how you heard about the 
group.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/824965226622345

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1446747653412240/permalink/1446747913412214
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1446747653412240/permalink/1446747913412214
https://www.facebook.com/groups/824965226622345

